Mechanical injury to the mother's abdomen, causing damage to a foetus in utero, must be an extreme rarity; I can find but one reference. Sheldon (1962) quotes 'Gibb, 1858' (no other details supplied) as follows.
'Accidents and injuries to the mother's abdomen may sometimes damage the foetal brain-this was so in an infant who died at birth and was found to have an old haemorrhage in the right hemisphere which had resulted from a severe blow by a plank of wood on the mother's abdomen. ' This reference is over a century old. Neither Potter (1961) nor Willis (1962) in their exhaustive treatises on foetal pathology mention external trauma as a pathogen. In his long account of prenatal damage, Pliess (1962) out. Mrs. X's mother-tongue is Greek and her knowledge of English poor, so she does not talk about herself much. However, over the years her health visitor has built up a warm relationship with her. Recently Mrs. X told this lady that when she was 6 months pregnant, she had fallen down some steps into a basement area, striking her abdomen, a little above the pubis, on a metal bootscraper fixed at the foot of the steps. Her abdominal wall was badly bruised ('it was all black and blue') and very sore; at night she found it hard to get to sleep as she could not settle herself in comfort. She also noticed that the foetal movements, which had been vigorous till then, stopped abruptly. She was very upset and frightened by this accident, and deliberately delayed her next antenatal visit till all the bruising had gone: this took four weeks.
By that time the foetus was moving again; she hoped all was well and did not report the occurrence. When she saw the baby after birth, she at once connected the damaged nose with the blow on her abdomen, and tried to explain this to her attendants. But her English was quite inadequate; she saw she was not being understood, and gave up the attempt.
Comment
Everyone who saw the baby at birth wondered at the scar; it did not conform with the usual developmental abnormalities; it looked like an injury. While it seems most likely that the foetus did sustain an intrauterine injury, crushing the bridge of her nose and causing gross damage to her brain, it is not possible to assert this dogmatically. Congenital deformity may take bizarre forms and could be responsible. This is the view of Prof. R. A. Willis (personal communication 
